
	
	
	

Available	online	at:	http://proceeding.rsfpress.com/index.php/ictase/index	
Proceeding	on	Teaching	and	Science	Education	(ICTASE)	

Volume	1	Number	1	(2020):	20-26 

	 	 																																																 				Research	Synergy	Foundation	
DOI:	https://doi.org/10.31098/ictase.v1i1.15	 	 	 	 									 						 	 				RSF	Press 

 
New Curriculum: The Concept of Freedom Learning In 

Music Learning in Department of Music Education 
Dani Nur Saputra 

Department of Music Education, Universitas Negeri Jakarta, Indonesia 
daninursaputra6@gmail.com 

 

Abstract 
Currently, the learning system has demanded in 21st-century skills competencies. Freedom 

learning concept-independent campus learning is presented to improve the education system in 
Indonesia. This research aimed to support the new curriculum of policies by applying music 
learning methods based on the freedom of learning-an independent campus policy for the students. 
Music education students are educated and trained to be ready to face all challenges in the era of 
the digital industry 4.0 and society 5.0 today. This type of research is a descriptive qualitative 
approach to the study of literature relating to the new curriculum of the concept of freedom 
learning-an independent campus. The results of this study stated that the concept of a freedom 
learning- an independent campus in music learning was carried out with internships, fieldwork 
practices, teaching practices, student exchanges, research, entrepreneurship activities, 
humanitarian programs, as well as across study programs and universities. The new policy 
requires 21st-century skills competency so that music education graduates can be employed and 
able to compete in today's global industry. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Recently a new policy has become the topic of hot conversation in Indonesia's education to 
make a change of the new curriculum. The policy contains the concepts of freedom learning and 
independent campus. The policy of the Freedom Learning- the Independent Campus aims to improve 
the graduate’s competencies, both soft skills and hard skills (Sudaryanto, et al, 2020). This policy 
makes universities more ready in challenges of the world demands and to prepare students graduates 
to face in the global industry. 

The policy of the Freedom Learning- the Independent Campus is relatively new in Indonesia 
and began to be implemented by several schools and universities in 2020. The background of this 
policy is based on the fact that the relevance of learning materials that have been studied by students 
in class with the needs of the industrial and field world is still relatively low (Alif et al., 2020). 
Besides, this new policy is also considered capable of equipping students with new experiences and 
opening wider horizons of their knowledge and experience (Priatmoko & Dzakiyyah, 2020).  

This study is in line with some of the results of previous studies so that the researcher adds 
that the policy of the freedom learning refers to 21st-century learning based on the students centered 
scientific learning. Students are no longer regulated by the instructors or campus policies and 
bureaucracy that limit students to explore knowledge that they can acquire more by themselves with 
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the technology capabilities possessed by students who are mostly millennials and Z generations. As 
a lecture in this era must also be able to deal with the diversity of students from various aspects 
(Mumpuniarti et al., 2020) and must able to manage diverse student learning needs. 

The idea of a new curriculum of the freedom learning raises optimism among universities to 
be able to develop rapidly and innovate autonomously for the development of all aspects of higher 
education (Arifin, Syamsul & Muslim, Moh, 2020). The policy of the concept of freedom learning- 
an independent campus is a challenge for study programs, especially the music education program 
of Jakarta State University which has to do with its application in music learning. Some things that 
need to be prepared are the curriculum, learning facilities, course packages, technology, equality, 
cooperation, independence, and 21st-century skills. The preparation is an important aspect of 
supporting the policies in efforts to improve the education system in Indonesia. Lack of literacy 
research on the study of the concept of freedom learning in music learning has an impact on the lack 
of optimal result in implementing the freedom learning-an independent campus policy. Therefore, 
this research can also be used as an inspiration and guidance to assist in carrying out the policy of 
implementing the concept of a freedom learning-an independent campus in the learning system, 
especially in music learning. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 
The concept of independent learning has a philosophical meaning in modern education. 

Modern education is built based on the desire to change the education system to be better, more 
effective, and efficient. Modern education can be said to be part of the progressivism flow in the 
philosophy of education (Mustaghfiroh, 2020) The concept of independent learning underlies an 
aspect of creativity. Learning is no longer a matter of listening and imitating but of doing and creating. 
The concept emphasizes the importance of the basics of independence and freedom to students. 
Students are given the freedom to develop their hidden talents and abilities without being hampered 
by formal rules which sometimes shackle their creativity and thinking power. 

Freedom Education Learning is a response to the needs of the education system in the 
Industrial Revolution 4.0 era. In the era of the Industrial Revolution 4.0, the main need to be achieved 
in the education system or more specifically in learning methods is students or learners, namely 
mastery of new literacy in technology (Yamin & Syarir, 2020. New curriculum reforms have to take 
place concurrently with other changes for them to have a significant and long-lasting effect (Bantwini, 
2010. The learning process through the concept of freedom learning emphasizes the concept of 
deeper learning in a more tangible community environment (Elihami, 2019) so that students can 
experience the knowledge. This approach can not only develop students who are knowledgeable but 
also can create new mindsets that can respond to life's challenges, increase creativity and innovation 
in various aspects of life (Tan et al., 2018). A good learning process is not only done through the 
classroom demonstration but also learns something by doing (learning by doing) so that students can 
experience the learning process directly (Saputra, 2020). The learning process carried out in the 
music education program of Jakarta State University involves motor skills in playing music skills. 
So it is necessary to apply learning methods that are in line with the concept of freedom of learning. 
 

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
The type of this research is a descriptive qualitative approach to the study of literature relating 

to the concept of freedom learning- an independent campus. The core discussion in this study is the 
application of policies in learning the music of the music education program of Jakarta State 
University. The data collection is done by a literature study, observation, and interviews. The 
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literature study is carried out by collecting data in the form of articles, books, and other documents 
that are related to the study of literature in this research. Observations were done by observing the 
conditions of the music education program. observations were made by the researcher recording all 
the needs needed in implementing the new policy. observations focus on facilities and rooms owned 
by music education study programs. Based On the notes made, the researcher found several facilities 
that were incomplete so that new curriculum policies could not be fully implemented. Music 
education programs only have a few technological devices to support learning. So, at least students 
are required to have their laptops. Also, the music education study program does not yet have a 
multimedia room to enable technology-based learning. While interviews were conducted with the 
head of the study program in dealing with policies that have to do with their application in music 
learning at the college level. Interviews focused on the readiness of the study program to implement 
new policies. Based on the interviews conducted, it was found that the music education program was 
not fully ready to implement the new policy in an independent learning-independent campus. There 
are still many things that need to be prepared by the study program to run the new curriculum. The 
collected data is then identified and analyzed descriptively qualitatively by referring to the analysis 
of Matthew B. Miles and A. Michael Huberman (2009) through data reduction, data presentation, 
and concluding. 

 

IV. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
New Curriculum of the Freedom Learning- An Independent Campus Policy 

The new curriculum of the freedom learning- an independent campus policy was launched and 
first presented to the media by Indonesia's Minister of Education and Culture, Mr. Nadiem Anwar 
Makarim on Friday, January 24, 2020, in Building D of the Ministry of Education and Culture Office 
in the Higher Education Policy Coordination Meeting. Since it was first presented in front of the 
media until now, this policy is still a concern for academics within the universities. The ideas in the 
concept of the policy raised a warm conversation both from the pro and contra parties of the policy.  

There are some contra parties because of the university's readiness to follow and run the policy. 
The lack of university facilities and relations with other parties is the main trigger in the rejection of 
the policy in the new curriculum. Whereas the pro parties of the policies are generally mature 
universities that have readiness from facilities and relationships with other parties outside of campus. 

Based on the phenomena that occur in the education system in Indonesia, Minister Nadiem 
made four ideas in the policies. Here are the ideas in the policy of the concept of the freedom learning-
an independent campus. 

Table 1. The policy of the Freedom Learning-an Independent Campus 

No Policies 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Opening of a New Study Programs 

The University Accreditation System 

Legal Entity State University 

Three Semester Learning Rights outside the Main Study Program 

The idea related to the policy of the freedom learning – an independent campus presents four 
main policies in terms of the regulatory system that provides convenience, effectiveness, and 
efficiency compared to the system that was previously applied. The four main policies are the policy 
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of opening new study programs, even A and B accredited universities will be permitted to open new 
study programs with the requirement of having relationships with several industries and international 
non-profit organizations, having networks with State-owned enterprises of Indonesia  (BUMN) and 
Local Government Owned Enterprise (BUMD), and has connections with some of the best campuses 
at the QS World University TOP 100 level. The second point is to facilitate the higher education 
accreditation system within 5 years automatically, except for the campus that will raise its level of 
accreditation. The third point is giving opportunities for Perguruan Tinggi Negeri Badan Layanan 
Umum dan Satuan Kerja to become state universities with legal status. The fourth point is the 
granting of study rights for students to study outside of their study program. In this case, the campus 
has the right to offer this right, but students are also given the right to make their own choices. If a 
student wishes to continue studying in his program, the campus has no right to prohibit it. However, 
if students want to take courses outside of their study programs, the campus has the right to facilitate 
and fully support the study rights for students. 

 

21st Century Competence That Students Should Have 
The Music Education Program of Jakarta State University is a place for students to deepen 

their knowledge in music, while music education is a field of study in the application of teaching and 
learning of music. This knowledge covers aspects of psychomotor, cognitive, and effective. The 
focus of learning in the Music Education Program refers to the pedagogic field where graduates will 
be directed to become instructors and educators of art. About the graduate profile, the Music 
Education Program prepares a series of knowledge for students to be ready to compete in the global 
industry. Students are not only required to learn but apply what is learned. 

Music learning in the current era should be related to a real-life situation. Students decide to 
study in a particular field of study because they consider the world of work that they will live later 
after they graduate. Therefore, universities, especially study programs must have the same paradigm. 
The learning process is done according to the curriculum, while the curriculum is arranged by 
adjusting conditions that are happening and will occur. Universities must have a concept in the 
development of human resources so that students have 21st-century competence. Here are the aspects 
that must be mastered by students to be ready to compete in the current era. 
 

Table 2. Competency Aspects of the Current Era 

LeatTarning Skills Life Skills Literacy Skills 

Problem-solving Initiative Technology 

Critical thinking Leadership Information 

Creativity Productivity Media 

Collaboration Flexibility  

Innovation Communication  

Universities must produce students who are ready to adjust the world development and the 
needs of the world of work which is currently being intensified in the fields of 4.0 industry and 5.0 
society. Some things that are prepared in carrying out music learning in the concept of the freedom 
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learning-an independent campus include the quality of education that balances between hard skills 
and soft skills, the relationship and relevance between what is learned and what will be the demands 
of the field of work, self-reliance learning for students to develop the potential skills, collaborative, 
supportive, and cooperative paradigms, as well as 21st-century skills that focus on critical thinking 
skills, communication skills, creativity, and innovation. This is in line with the statement that Critical 
thinking skills are important in the context of 21st-century learning (Rosidin et al., 2019). 

 

Music Learning in New Curriculum of the Freedom Learning- An Independent 

Campus Policy 
In the new curriculum, four new methods can be used in applying the concept of the freedom 

learning in music learning for students about new policies, including giving courses in different study 
programs in Jakarta State University, giving courses in the same study program but outside the 
Jakarta State University, giving courses in different study programs outside Jakarta State University, 
and provide courses in the informal sector. 

Table 3. New Curriculum in Application Methods of Concept the Freedom Learning-an 

Independent Campus 

No Study Programs Cross The Freedom Learning Concept outside 

the Study Program  

1 

2 

3 

4 

Music Education Program of UNJ  

Music Education Program of UNJ  

Music Education Program of UNJ  

Music Education Program of UNJ  

 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X Study Program (Not Music) of UNJ 

Music Education Program Outside UNJ 

X Study Program (Not Music) Outside UNJ 

Internship programs (industry, management, 

tourism, etc.) 

 

This method can only be done by the agreement among the concerned parties. 
Without a relationship, cooperation, and understanding, the method will not work well. The 
preparation that needs to be done is establishing courses that can be integrated into the 
bureaucratic system between units. The study program also determines courses that will be 
offered to students from other study programs to create a similar collaboration between the 
parties concerned. With the new policy related to the concept of the freedom learning-an 
independent campus, the education system in Indonesia will certainly develop for the better. 
The long-winded bureaucracy that complicates conditions needs to be trimmed down so that 
education in Indonesia is ready to face the rapid world-changing. The music education 
program of Jakarta State University fully supports new policies which are prepared to 
produce competent graduates who are ready to compete in the current era of the digital 
technology industry. 
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V. CONCLUSION AND FURTHER RESEARCH 
The challenge in implementing the new policy in the new curriculum is the collaboration 

mechanism among universities and study programs both inside and outside the campus. Differences 
in the paradigm are also a limiting factor in implementing new policies. Therefore, a mature strategy 
is needed to carry out the idea. Planning is an important aspect in determining the success of a 
program. Planning is carried out so that policies related to the application of music learning can be 
effective, productive, and efficient about the concept of freedom learning- an independent campus. 
The research results reveal that the new curriculum policy can be applied. At the research level, it 
explains that the music education study program is still in the planning stage of implementing new 
policies. So that further research is very necessary to analyze and evaluate the application of the new 
curriculum in the music education study program that has been carried out. 
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